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Clanton – A Walk Around Town – 1932 CCN 
By Derric Scott 

 
During February, March, and April of 1932 someone at the Chilton County News (likely the editor Billy Smith) 
walked around town and recorded some of his thoughts in the column '"ROUND TOWN" by Doug.'  Here is the 
path he took and his words. 
 
He started at the intersection of 2

nd
 Avenue North (Main Street) and 7

th
 Street (US31) on the southwest corner.  

February 11 – went west on 2
nd

 Ave N from US 31, on the south side, to the railroad. 
February 18 – went from the railroad back to the US31 corner on the north side. 
February 25 – went on 2

nd
 Ave N from US31 toward the courthouse on the north side. 

March 3
 
– continued to the courthouse and started back west on the south side of 2

nd
 Ave N. 

March 10 – continued west on the south side of 2
nd

 Ave N down to "Upchurch Drug Store." 
March 17 – went south on US31 on the east side as far as Jackson Ave. and started back north on the west side. 
March 24 – continued north on the west side of US31 past Exchange hotel up to 4

th
 Ave N. 

March 31 – from Ellis Service Station on US31 north, went south on the east side to the 2
nd

 Ave N intersection. 
April 7 – went south on 6

th
 St on the west side from 2

nd
 Ave N to just past 1

st
 Ave and back north to 2

nd
 Ave N. 

April 14 – wrap-up on the north side of 2
nd

 Ave N on the west side of the railroad and the Wilson Hotel. 
 

 
1928 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map of Clanton showing the overall route of the walk. 
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February 11, 1932: 

 
1928 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map showing path of his walk down 2nd Avenue North, February 11, 1932. 

 
 

1   

 

       
Was Pinckard's Hardware in early days,                                       later other Hardware stores, Lorches, etc. 
 

We'll start over at the corner of Farmers Hardware Store. There's 

Renfroe Jones and Lester Jones and Amon Jones and E. M. Jones. All 

Joneses, as it was and will be. Renfroe hasn't very many bad habits, 

except maybe he gets up too early in the mornings, and if anybodys 

says fish or hunt, he is all set. Lester, on the contrary.  It's hard to tell 

about him. He don't talk enough for a person to talk about him. Maybe 

that's good policy though. And Amon, well, he's the youngest in the 

hardware store there, and we'll see and hear more from him when the 

others have retired and he takes the business.  Mr. E. M. Jones - you'll 

find him at the Farmers Hardware too, or down at South Clanton. 
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2   

 

          
A&B moved around a lot (see Broadhead's to the left),                              later Bell Hardware, etc. 
 
 

3   

                           
Barber Shop was next door to "Bell Hardware" a long time,             today Bucks's clothing. 
 

Next we would stop at Broadhead's, but they have moved across the 

street. Then comes the A & P Store, with G. Cleve Armstrong, Mack 

Wyatt, Joe VanDerveer and Earl Gray. The last two just now and then. 

Mr. G.  Cleve wouldn't look natural unless he was surrounded by 

groceries, and I bet he dreams about groceries at night in his sleep. Mack 

Wyatt used to be connected with gasoline, but now he has got to where 

he even looks in place in the A & P Store. Joe and Earl are there 

sometime.  Joe has trouble with his P, A., and just can't help it, It's really 

no trouble to him, because he just looks that way and the young ladies 

notice it without any effort on his part. Earl, ole boy, it won't be long for 

you there, I don't suppose. 

Next stop, Gray's Barber Shop. Well, in there we find a whole. 

flock- of nice looking fellows. There's Newt Gray, Jesse Jones, 

Carl Bean, Joe Mims and Claudy Wyatt, and the place is neat 

and clean enough to please the particular, saying nothing of the 

service one gets there.  Oh yes, there's the shine boy too. He's 

part of the establishment, maybe a fixture. 
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A longtime Evans family store, here used as Mrs. Ranson's book store,             today part of Bucks's clothing. 
 
 

5   

 

                           
Post Office moved a lot, here was near the RR,                                    today part of Chilton Feed. 
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A. Headley's building by the RR has been many things,                                    today part of Chilton Feed. 
 

7   

Same building as above, at this time the telephone exchange was upstairs. 
 

8   

      
1907 built train station,                                                                   today a warehouse for Chilton Feed. 
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February 18, 1932: 

 
1928 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map showing path of his walk up 2nd Avenue North, February 18, 1932. 
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February 25, 1932, March 3, 1932: 
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March 3, 1932, continued: 
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March 10, 1932: 
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March 17, 1932, March 24, 1932: 
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March 24, 1932, March 31, 1932: 
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April 7, 1932: 
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April 14, 1932: 
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