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Clanton — A Walk Down 2™ Avenue
By Derric Scott

The editor of the Union Banner (W. M. and T. E. Wyatt) took a walk down 2" Avenue east of town and recorded
some of his thoughts in March of 1930. A lot had already changed by then, within his memory.

When I got to walking I to warm u
and memories began to trickle ugh my mi
I headed down Second Avenue toward the ceme-
tery. Don't know why, but I did. Here is the
old Baptist Church lot. A few years ago 1
thought the old church would be replaced by
some kind of a nice new business house. It
hasn't happened yet. The old house is gone,
but the lot looks worse than the old house. It is
filled with a collection of old junked automo-
biles and various other things that ought to be
somewhere else.

Orig}ﬁal Clanton FBC,

As 1 the neat office building and beau-
tiful brick home of Dr. Arthur Johnson, I looked
back about twenty-odd years and saw the two
little cottages that occupied the place. Mins
Martha Dupree and her mother lived in one of
them and Mr. and Mrs. Denty lived in the other,
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1928 Sanborn Fire Ins. Map, Dr. Johnson's, v now site of Colonial / BB&T/Truist"Bank.

Page 1



Clanton — A Walk Down 2™ Avenue

Across the street is the homeés of Mrs. Potts and
Mrs. Jean Evans. They old places, but are
kept neat. The yards re always full of bea-
tiful flowers. They will be again in a few weeks.
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1917 Sanborn Fire Ins. Map, Potts & Evans houses, now site of Chilton Co. Courthouse (center

and west side).

Second Avenue cast from the business section
of town is a beautiful vista of fine trees. Around
the home of Uncle Billy Mullins they are plenti-
ful, and give an atmosphere of calmness and
seronity. A few modern touches as the years
went by has kept the Mullins place from looking
old. I believe it has a better appearance than
it did when it was new. But why not? Uncle
Billy himself is not even growing old.
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1917 Sanborn Fire Ins. Map, % block Mullins house, now split lots and different houses.
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The old Joe Foshee place is only a memory.
Now it is occupied by two new bungalows, the
homez of Mr. Prince, the telegraph operator,
and Buck Gore, the corner storekeeper. Un-
cle Joe Foshee, the famous fiddler from Coosa,
lived there for a lo:: time. His residence was
made out of an old church building, which I be-
lieve was the first Baptist Church built in Clan-
ton.

aq
==

oy

>z
1274

1917 Sanborn Fire Map (Foshee), 1928 Sanborn Fire Map,  and now still the two houses mentioned in 1930.

Down on the east side of Uncle Nynprdcn
is the handsome home of his son J.
Mullinsg. It is one of the most beau! lifulph«l
in Claston.
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1928 Sanborn Fire Ins. Map, now the same house is still there.
Tom Rechet, U 1 st gy
vod be t.h? Chilton County Fair Grounds
'l'h" m beautiful phul.
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1928 Sanborn Fire Ins. Map, Rockett houses, now same houses still there.
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The old Philips house still stands close to the
sidewal. 1 remomber how I used to wonder at
Mr. Phillips as he walked back and forth alen
the narrow porch, smoking & cigar. He was al-
ways kind and nolite. gveeting evervome who

Reference 1

now a different house.
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1928 Sanborn Fire Ins. Map, Phillips house,

Across the street is the old Curry house
Just as it was built about twenty-five years ago,

—_— References 2, 6
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Miss Rena Rembert's place with the pear tree
in the front yard still looks like it did in years
long ago. | remember how the ripe pears usod
to fall on the sidewalk outside the yard fence,
and were the prize of the first urchin who came
along. Somotimes they didn't fall, but that|,
made no difference to some of the kids. They
got them just the same.
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1928 Sanborn Fire Ins. Map, Miss Rembert’s in center, now different house.
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The od rllﬂ' of Uncle Junius down on the
d

corner would never be recognized. Now it s
the site of the beautiful home of Town Council-
man and town draymas, Joe Franklinn The
Millicans sold the property at auction a few years
back, and since that time it has been made beau-
tiful by Mr. Franklin. The neat rows of oniods
and other vogetables which Uncle Jumius kept
so carefully came back with a startling freshness
in my memory. And the good old negro rolling
his wheelbarrow to town and back,
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1917 Sanborn Fire Ins. Map, Uncle Junius Winfield, now goné, és weli as Iéfer Fran
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The negro lo hall stood on the cormer.
was a stairway outside. At the top of

the stairway the landing was sheltered by a lit-
tle projecting roof. A nice place for a big wasp
nest. Joe Robinson, Sam Kanjutzky and | were
g::lg fishing. We needed the wasp nest for
it. Sam saild he would get it rl'u self as-
surance indicated he was not well scquainted
with wasps. Before be got down the stairway
he had learned something about them. 1 was

afraid be would jump off and kill himself. We |

got the nest and Sam got stung.

- . L

° m—— N | -

Reference 5

klin house mentioned, gone.

Reference 8
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now residence, different building.
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Walked through the cemetery., Saw some
signe of flower vandals,. The flowers around
Heath Jones' grave have been treated badly by
someone. | wish people would leave the

ers in the cemetery . A flower is & little
. thi But n flower that has been hud with
te care by the grave of a lovur

more than wrda can tell One had as vcll
break the tenderest cord of my heart as to molest
a flower | planted by the grave of a friend.

Litis nmngolp endid attention. 'l‘bo build-
lace in general looks like

CCHS, 1914 edition, now remnants of CCHS, 190 edition (later Adair Jr. HS).
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now auto garage.

Martin's

Downg

Aot Funeral

(Note, the Clanton PO was at 1% Avenue and 7" Street in early 1930.)

Callen's
outfitterl" i 40

7th St looking North

Clanton
ca 1930
from 1st Ave

Apr 1929, 1% Ave and 7" St, north faéing, USPO on right,
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References

Facebook groups “U know u lived in CLANTON as a kid,” “WE GREW UP IN CLANTON, ALABAMA” and

others.

Union Banner:

I notice the foundation being laid

for what appears to be a nice 5well- |
ing house on the old Phillm«:t. now
‘the property of Dewey ett, on
Second Avenue and Third Street
North. This will be the home of Mr.
and Mrs. W. C. Maddox (Lois Roe~
kett). To old-timers this will be re-
membered as the site of Clanton’s|’
first schoolhouse; in fact, the old|
dwelling which Mr. Rockett razed

some years a?o was the remnants of |
the old schoolhouse itself. But that

corner will have an air of modernistic
quality when Mr. and Mrs, Maddox

1. ,ig;i m home pivt:.pleted, the prfm-
Jul 5, 1951 UB

4 T
Jan 18, 1940 UB

. NEW BUILDINGS
J. T. Rockett and Dewey Rockett
are engaged in tearing down and

71—
Jun 28, 1923 UB

g the old Chestnut house on the [

ol

| NEW HOUSE ON
i SECOND AVENUE

Mr. Tom Rockett is building a new
residence on Second Avenue next to
the old Curry home. The new house
will be occupied by Mr. Boyd, the

| new president of the Peoples Savings

2 | Bank. ;
Jan 20, 1927 UB
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177E. W. Burt is principal of the
+| Clanton school f is
'| holding school ) in the
t gro church and lodge hall until
lnwbundingm"mphud.

é

Dec 19, 1929 UB
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6. |Dewey Rockett, -
Dec 4, 1924 UB
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