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Clanton — Barber Shops
By Derric Scott

It seems quite natural that barber shops would be among the oldest businesses in town. The Dec 1, 1881 Chilton
View mentions that Verbena has a barber shop (as well as 3 stores, a restaurant and a blacksmith shop). The Jan
19, 1882 Chilton View where it is noted that “Clanton now has a new barber shop and he should be sustained.”
Apparently good barbers are hard to keep as it is noted in 1883 that Clanton again needs a good barber.

In 1886 Dr. J. S. Johnson built a small building to house a barber beside the store of Mr. S. T. Nelson in Clanton.
The barber is probably Meredith Cann who has advertisements in some of the June newspapers and his shop
lasted / advertised for several more years. The Verbena shop is advertised in Jun 1886 as the “Clifton House
Barber Shop,” John Smith proprietor. A competing barber shop is opened in Clanton by July 1 1886.

Clifton House
Shop.

VERBENA, ALA.

\JNO. SMITH, Proprietor.

8hop in Clifton Hotel darinz svmmer.
Work first-clvss. Prices

b A reasonable.
Jun 17, 1886 Chilton View Jun 24, 1886 Chilton View

e

Nov 1888, CV —John Smith from Verbena has moved to Clanton and opened his barber shop in the Wilson Store.
Also Pratt Saw Mill in Verbena has a barber.

Henry Williamson advertised a shop in early 1889 briefly, and then from August of 1889 through May of 1892 Mr.
H. Alex Logan ran ads for his barber shop. At first Logan’s was in the Farmer’s Alliance Building but was later over
the Allen store. In May of 1892 Logan stopped running ads and W. H. Taylor begins on May 12, 1892 (perhaps
Logan retired and/or Taylor took over).

A few years later (January 1895), there is a newspaper ad for the Clanton Barber Shop run by W. H. Taylor, located
in the new Merritt Building. Later, in 1898, Mr. Taylor moves into his new building between the Union Banner
office and W. T. Callen’s store on Main Street (2nd Avenue North). Last ad found was Aug 13, 1903.

LANTON BARGER SHO
W. H, TAYLOR, Proprinter, 1
HAIR CUTTING

e SHAVING |
- SHAMPQOING |
In all the Latest Oity §txles, Reasopablo
(1] Charges, Prompt Attention, '!

HOT AND COLD BATHS,
«IMERRIT1'S NEW BUILDING CLANTON' |

Jan 24, 1895 UB Jul 21, 1898 UB

The editor of the Union Banner confirms that “Bill” Taylor was one of the very first barbers in Clanton when he
reminisces in a 1945 column and then expands on it in the next issue. He says that Bill Taylor and Alex Logan were
probably the first barbers in town and then Sanford and Wagoner.
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May 31, 1945 UB

Some competition comes to town in 1900 and 1901 when Dock Parrish (north Main Street) and then A. J. Neugent
(upstairs in the Clanton Drug Store, probably south side of 2" Avenue North between 6™ & 7" Streets) open new
barber shops.

BARBER SHOP~--New barber
_ opened up gaxt Clsnton.drug
| store upstairs, Call and see-me.
A. J. Nevcenr, Proprietor.

Apf 11, 196-1—UB - new shops‘ih- town.

At the turn of the 20™ Century, the clientele of barber shops, like most businesses, was segregated by race.
However the barbers themselves likely were not. For example, John Smith above was clearly African-American. At
the end of March 1904 a new “white” barber shop was opened by B. A. Thomas, which apparently referred to both
the barbers and the clientele.

BARBER SHOP—Try the new |’
white barber for a clean shave or|'
haircut. Razor honing a specialty. | |

! B. A. 'I'nomas, Proprietor, l'

Mar 31, 1904 UB

In December of 1907 C. R. Mullins moved his insurance and machine office into the second floor of the Tipton
Mullins building (“second door to the right”) and he was going to put a new barber shop and bath into his old
building. This was apparently an expansion of both businesses.

C. R. Mullins has moved his in=-
surance and machioe office to se-
cond door to the right entering
hall, second story Tipton Mullins
building. Ile will putin another
barber, bath room and open up
first class barber shoo at his old
stand. His businéss /in both lines
increasing calls for this change.

Dec 6, 1906 UB

By October 1907 Mr. R. L. Browning is running the “White Barber Shop” and is expanding with the purchase of a
second hydraulic chair! He is located next door to the Clanton Post Office. In 1907 the Clanton Post Office was
likely near the railroad on 2™ Avenue North and probably in the Headley Building or next door. In fact, in 1908 his
advertisement says he is upstairs in Headley’s store. But in that very same newspaper, an advertisement is
published by a new competitor, W. P. Quinn as barber, next door to the Post Office as well and apparently
combined with the Undertaker, Mr. Marsh.
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Aug 20, 1908 UB

The barber T. H. Howell closes and tries to sell his barber shop in December of 1910... but my March of 1911 he
reopens his shop on the east side of 7" Street, opposite Miss Minnie Muse’s Millinery shop (just a bit north of 2
Avenue North).

/BARBER SHOP
|Cleaning

1" and Pressing
Parlors

1 have rcw cpened up
azain my Betber . hop end
Cleaning and Pressirg Par-
lor. Calland see me. |
will recelys and deliver at
vour home.

: T. H. HOWELL
3 SEVENTH STREET
4 omuum-;)nuun-

Mar 16, 1911 UB

Feb 1914, an undesignated barber shop is moved to the back room and J. T. Tunnell opens a cash grocery store in
the former barber shop spot.

March 1914 — first mention of the Sanford and Wagoner Barber Shop and they’re giving away five haircuts. By
May, Wagoner’s shop (in the same building as J. E. Evans’ store) is replaced by a new two-story building built by Dr.
Arthur Johnson.

Mar 26, 1914 UB ' - May 28, 1914 UB

In July 1914 a new barber shop has opened in the Headley Building by the railroad. It is likely the Sanford,
Wagoner, and Glass Barber Shop because it was mentioned in a September article that this shop had recently
moved into the Headley building. Also in 1914 another shop is operating, Dailey and Wesson —run by C. D. Dailey
and J. D. Wesson. It is located beside the Kemp Brothers. This may well the location of the current “City Barber
Shop” on the north side of 2" Avenue North near the railroad.
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Sep 17,1914 UB Oct 8, 1914 Nov 5, 1914 UB

C. W. Glass of Jemison moved to Clanton in 1915 and opened the Sims and Glass Barber Shop. It is located across
the street from the store of Harry Kanjutzky, long-time Clanton merchant. In 1915, Kanjutzky’s store was on 2"
Avenue North ...

In 1916 the Clanton Dry Cleaning Company advertises a new press. They mention that they are in the rear of “the
Sanitary Barber Shop” in the Johnson Building. This is the first mention of the name “Sanitary Barber Shop” and it
appears to be in the location where Wagoner’s Barber Shop was and where Dr. Johnson built his new store (noted
above). This makes it quite clear that the Sanford, Wagoner, and Glass Barber Shop was also known as Wagoner’s
Barber Shop and it became the “Sanitary Barber Shop” in the 1916 timeframe. This barber shop was in the same
location for about the rest of the 20™ Century on 2" Avenue North. Sims and Glass is still advertising in the same
1916 paper.

Jan 20, 1916 UB Jan 27,1916 UB

February 7, 1918 Mr. A. J. Neugent died in a Birmingham hospital. It was noted he was a barber in Thorsby. He
was also a barber in Clanton and Jemison.
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Another long-time Clanton barber family name is mentioned for the first time in the February 1919 Union Banner.
Cleve Headley was already a barber by that time and it is noted that he is visiting Birmingham.

I * o
Cleve Headley, the Barber,
went to Birmingham Monday |
ijon a short visit, |

I Ve ]
Feb 20, 1919 UB

October 16, 1919 Ed Wagoner is back in Clanton after living in Montgomery for a short time. He is back working at
the Sanitary Barber Shop.

By May 1920 the Blalock brothers, vy (I. 0.) and Dewey, have opened the “Pleas-U Barber Shop.”

- Pleas-U

‘When you need a hair cut or a shave,
you want it done in a careful and sanitary
manner. This is the kind and only kind of
work we do. We use the latest improved
and other time-saving devices. .

In a few days we shall have completed
our up-to-date Shower Bath, and we cor-
dially invite you to visit us.

Pleas-U Barber Shop
1.0. BLALOCK, Propr.

May 6, 1920, UB May 20, 1920

Dr. Arthur Johnson opened a new drug store in 1920 in his building and called it the Johnson Drug Company. He
hired Mr. Leonard Farley to run it. Mr. Farley would later run many other drug stores in town. The ad notes that
the Johnson Drug Co. is the former Marion Gore Feed Store and is beside Wagoner’s Barber Shop.

Nov 18, 1920 Newt A. Gray is working at the Pleas-U Barber Shop.
August 1922 it is noted again that Ed Wagoner is at the Sanitary Barber Shop.

A couple other long-time barber men are mentioned in a 1923 ad for the first time ... Jesse Jones and George
Wyatt. They have a new barber shop across 7" Street from the Exchange Hotel, the Just Right Barber Shop. Itis
later noted that this space is “in the corner of the Chilton County News office.”

000000000000 0\0
°
~—The New— °

)
JUST RIGHT BARBER SHOP o

—0—
Across Street From Exchange o
Hotel

—0—-
New Outfit An’ Everything
Baths and Sc Shoe Shines
Sy ST
Come Around and Give
~ Us a Trial.
We Are Now Ready to Do
Your Work,
—_—0—
Popular Prices.
. ——

JESSE JONES &
GEORGE WYATT
Proprietors

000006000000000000000090‘00
00905.0000060009090

000000000O0GOGOO
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Clanton — Barber Shops
Apr 26, 1923 UB
A barber shop owned by E. T. Weldon is moved in May of 1924 because he sold his drug store to Dr. J. P. Hayes.

The barber shop will continue and will be run out of the “old Wolfe shoe shop stand” by Newt A. Gray. This will
later become the Service Barber Shop.

C. Reese Mullins opens a new barber shop in his building on 7" Street in May of 1924. The barbers will be Collie
Glass and Hop Cowart. Remember that C. R. Mullins had a barber shop in his original building back in 1907 and
probably before.

May 8, 1924 UB May 29, 1924 UB

A major business merger in Clanton happens in May of 1924 when Jesse C. Jones and E. T. Weldon merge their
barber shops. The new concern will continue to operate in the location of Weldon’s shop in the “old Wolfe Shoe
Shop” building on “Main Street” which is next to Hayes Drug Store. In the new business there will be four barbers:
Newt Gray, Joe Mims, Jesse Jones, and Ervin Williams. The former Jesse Jones space won’t go to waste, however...
it is promptly filled by Mr. W. W. Fox with a new candy kitchen. The new combined barber shop will be called the
“Service Barber Shop.”

May 22, 1924 UB May 22, 1924 UB May 29, 1924 UB

Also in May 1924 another barber shop opened up “The New Barber Shop” ... it is owned by W. L. Powell and
located beside the Powell Pressing Company on 7" Street. Itis operated by veteran barber Walter Sanford. It had

two chairs. The second chair will be George Wyatt. Walter Sanford was previously at the Sanitary Barber Shop.
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This shop was often called Sanford’s Barber Shop, but only lasted about 5 years and was replaced with a second
version of “the Clanton Barber Shop” in May 1929, run by C. Duncan Wells with barbers George “Dudley” Tippett,
L. W. Culp, and “Shorty” Sims. A note: the Powell Pressing Co. and this barber shop were in the Walker Building,
which is near, if not the same location as the later Bill Hayes Barber Shop. There is still a barber shop active in this
spot. The Walker Building was built on the site of the former Miss Minnie Muse Millinery business, on 7" Street
just north of “Watsons.”

May 29, 1924 UB Jun 5,1924 UB May 23, 1929 UB
June 5, 1924 — Sanitary Barber Shop ad appeared with Wagoner and Headley proprietors.

May 1925 - the Gray and Mims Barber Shop was advertised. This is the Service Barber Shop run by Newt Gray and
Joe Mims.

f o Wpeisity e L
$ and cou
'! & v 1 i

May 7, 1925 UB

In early 1927 Jesse Jones moves to Selma and works there at the Hobbies Barber Shop. By November 1927 he had
returned to Clanton and was at the Sanitary Barber Shop.

Ivy O. Blalock was at the Sanitary Barber Shop for several years. In October 1927 he became a partner and moved

to the Star Barber Shop, which was being run by Joe B. Downs. Back at Sanitary Barber Shop, Dewey Eubanks
moved up to lvy Blalock’s chair from the rear chair and the rear chair space was filled by Claudy Wyatt.
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IVY 0. BLALOCK GOES WITH
NEW STAR BARBER SHOP

Monday morning Mr. Ivy O. Bla
lock began 'his conneetion with the
new Star Barber Shop, of which he
has purchased a half interest from
Joe Ben Downs. For several years
Mr. Blaloek has been with the Sani-
tary Barber Shop.

Oct 20, 1927 UB

December 1927, Grier Culver, from Birmingham, is to have a chair at the Sanitary Barber Shop.

Clanton — Barber Shops

Notice Notice

To All Whom it May Concern

inning Monday morning, October 17, Mr. 1. O. Blalock takes
an interest in this shop and our pricss will automatically with his
arrival go up to that of the other shops, i. ¢.,

20c for SHAVES and 35c for HAIRCUTS

ALL OTHER WORK PRICED IN LINE
ish to thank every man, lady, and child who has given me
onage in the past when my prices were low; and | respect.
them for a continuance of that patronage. We will give
you as good service as you can get anywhere, or better. We will
give respactful treatment to everybody, and every: job is fully guar-
anteed to satisfy the customer.

1 established this shop with the idea of keeping prices low and
turning out as good work as the best, and never to go up with prices
if there was any way around it. | have tried it for three months,
anybody who is interested that 1 dave barely
broke even on expenses. It is just a case of raise prices or go out
of business. | choose the former and in order to be as fair as pos-
sibls | obtained the service of Mr. Blalock, who is an old barber in
Clanton and well known by everybody. All of his customers are
invited to come to see him here in future.

Star Barber Shop

JOE B. DOWNS, Owner “CLANTON, ALA.

Oct 20, 1927 UB

In early 1928 the Service Barber Shop expands in size and remodels. It will now have six chairs with the barbers
Newt Gray, Jesse Jones, Willie Bean, Joe Mims, Enoch Mims, and J. D. Adams. In June George Wyatt joins them,
coming from the Sanford Barber Shop (The New Barber Shop?).

The Exchange Barber Shop was started in June of 1928. It was run by Joe B. Downs and includes as barbers W. L.

Sanford, I. O. Blalock, Adolphus Martin, and Leon Sanford. It was, naturally, in the Hayes Building with the

Exchange Hotel. In February of 1929 it is purchased from Joe Downs by Willie Bean and George Wyatt, both of
whom had previously been at Gray’s shop (Service Barber Shop). In January 1933 it moves to the Walker Building

in the spot of the former Dixie Barber Shop.

EXCHANGE BARBER SHOP |
OPENED IN HAYES BLDG.|

The Lxrhlnge Barber Shop, one of
Clanton’s newesy and most attractive
barber shops, is mow ready for busi-
ness. It is located in the Hayes build-
ing on Seventh Street, which was for-
merly occupied by the J. Lee Smith
Wholesale Grocery. There is  five
chairs, and all will be operated by ex-
perienced barbers, including two of the
oldest barbers in Clanton, so it is said. |

Mr. W. L. Sanford has been in the
barber business for approximately 20
years, and Mr. L. O. Bla'ock has had |
fourteen years experience as a barber,
Mr. Blalock will operate the first
chair, and Mr. Sanford will operate l!\e1
second chair. The third chair will be |
presided over by Mr. Adolphus Martin |
of Shelby, Ala, at which place he has
been in the barber business for the
past three years. Mr. Martin who is |
a splendid harber, is 3 brother of Prof,
W. E. Martin, who is well known in

Jun 28, 1928 UB

Chilton County.

The fourth chair will be ruled by Mr.
Joe B. Downs, who is proprietor of the
shop, and the fifth chair will be in
charge of Mr. Leon Sanford, som of

| Mr. W. L. Sanford. This completes a

barber line that will be hard to equal.
Mr. Downs states that they have some
of the fastest barbers to be found any-
where and that they guarantee to give
satisfaction or your moncy refunded.
Ladies and children are espec-
ially invited to visit this shop, nd ev-
eryone is invited to inspect the shop,
whether you patronize it or not. You
will be sure of receiving every courtesy
and a royal welcome.

EXCHANGE BARBER SHOP MOVED

. B i povbig o

n the p

cupled by the Dixie Barher .Q.”,

the Walker - buflding. )

‘| renovation of the fixtures and ar-

‘| rangements makes the BExchauge a

‘| very neat and well appointed place,

Dick Bean, Wnlht ‘Sanford, George

Wyatt and Webb Parrish eonlﬁhh

_ the force that will be on hand to cone".

tinue to serve their trade in the most.

|| approved and courteous manner.

These boys start out the new ysar

|in the new location, wishing that ev-

‘| erybody’s whiskers' will continue to

,|grow at a normal rate during 1933,
and that they may have the pleasure

'otnmpuuunxthelrnuun!thﬂ. ’

Jan5,1933 UB

To complicate who's where, in February 1929, Ivy Blalock moves from the Sanford Barber Shop (the Exchange
Barber Shop) to Newt Gray’s Barber Shop (Service Barber Shop) and Leon Sanford swaps the other way, from
Service Barber Shop to Sanford Barber Shop (the Exchange Barber Shop).

In November 1928 the Theatre Barber Shop is mentioned for the first time and has barbers Leonard Culp and
George Tippett. In November 1929 a new names was mentioned, O. E. Blalock and he moved from the Theatre
Barber Shop, on the west side of the railroad, to the Service Barber Shop. He replaced Enoch Mims who moved to
Montgomery. Other new mentions were Thomas Moats, Clarence Headley, and George Wyatt at the Service

Barber Shop.
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YOU Have A
Head For Business

No Bigger Bargain Can Be Found

0. E. BLALOCK NOW WITH Than Our Economical Haircuts, —And

GRAY & MIMS BARBER SHOP TS D 8%

' AN EXPERT

Mr. O. E. Blalock, who has been| Thomas Moats, Clarence Headley
with the Theatre Barber Shop across George Wyatt
the railroad, is now with Gray and We know our busm:rs:n:nd appreciate
Mims at the Service Barber Shop. e =
‘ Mr. Blalock takes the chair formerly SERVICE
| occupied by Enoch Mims. Mr. Mims AR
!'z:s moved to Montgomery and gone B BER SHOP
|in a barber shop down there. ISR SRR GRS T v
Nov 21, 1929 UB Dec 19, 1929 UB

Ollie Blalock must be back at the Theatre Barber Shop in June of 1930 because he is advertised at the assistant
manager to the manager Henry Teel. The Theatre Barber Shop is owned by Mr. Wade. By January of 1931 Ollie E.
Blalock and Reuben F. Mims have bought out Henry Teel and are running the business.

Also in 1930, Joe B. Downs is at Sanitary Barber Shop — remember him as co-owner of the Star Barber Shop with
Ivy Blalock back in 1927. Dewey Blalock joins his brother Ollie in working at the Theatre Barber Shop.

In 1931 a consolidated ad for three barber shops is run with synchronized prices ... Sanitary Barber Shop run by
Headley and Wagoner, Service Barber Shop run by Newt Gray, and Exchange Barber Shop run by Dick Bean. This
brings up and interesting point ... in those early days apparently there were no “monopoly” laws to run afoul of ...
there are numerous ads depicting most of the barber shops in town and showing the same price.

HAIRCUTS .

~ PRICE New Clmg Houn
Bk BARBER SHOPS

| Fdl.-::n‘:.lln- mlﬂ:ﬁl_v
Open 7:30 a.m. Close 6 p.m.

SANITARY BARBER SHOP sxcarr saTueoars

SERVICE BARBER SHOP %E&L%&%n

EXCHANGE BARBER SHOP ;ﬁ"ﬁ”ﬁ

Mar6,1931UB Aug 3, 1933 UB

Miss Eloyse Jones runs a beauty parlor out of the Service Barber Shop in 1934. Also around 1934 it seems the
Theatre Barber Shop closed because barbers George and Claudy Wyatt started a new one named the Theater
Barber Shop (slightly different spelling?) and Ollie Blalock moved to the Service Barber Shop, taking the place of
Carl Bean. Winston Mims, brother of Joe, joins Service Barber Shop in 1935. Three years later, in June 1938,
Commodore D. Messer of Verbena joins Service Barber Shop but is only there a few months, then joins Mr. T. J.
Posey next to Mims Café (in the Theater Barber Shop?) and Claudy Wyatt moves to Service Barber Shop.

The Ideal Barber Shop is mentioned in Sep 1941.

In June 1942 the Service Barber Shop is wholly owned by Jesse Jones. Other barbers there are Claudy Wyatt and
Curtis Haye.

In late 1942 Bob Evans bought the two buildings known as the “old Bill Wright property” in which the Service
Barber Shop was located (and Southern Seed and Plant C. in the other one). By January of 1944 the Service Barber
Shop had moved to 7" Street beside Dixie Café, where it would remain for the rest of the 20" Century. The
barbers at this time are Jesse Jones, Claudy Wyatt, and Paul Headley.
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| SERVICE BARBER sHoP
. MOVED TO NEW PLACE

BOWht P roperty Here | The Service Barber Shop, Jesse C.

Jones, proprieter, has this week moved
Mr. Robert W. Evans hhs recently to its new location next ‘oor to
purchased the two brick store build-

Dixie Cafe, Jesse Jones, Claudie

Clan form: ‘| Wyatt and Paul Headley will be look-
tl::' Qa Bill w%m; .p:l:”?g“no.w‘ | ing for their friends around at their
mﬁ: by Service Barber Shop and new locl‘uon, where a cordial welcome

Seed Plant will await everyone,

I m co‘ - I\I- 1™
Sep 2, 1943 UB Jan 6, 1944 UB

In 1945 the Ideal Barber Shop is listed with manager T. Posey and a new Eubanks Barber Shop is mentioned with
manager Dewey Eubanks. By 1949 Ollie Blalock has bought the Service Barber Shop and other barbers are Curtis
Jones, George Wyatt, and Jesse C. Jones. In August 1954 Ollie Blalock sold the Service Barber Shop to Emmett C.
Smith and Thomas A. Moats.

R B ) seccocecccee
e Ll 2 e AII Barber Shops Of

‘New Bﬂl’b r: Prices: Clanton

t -EF#E’&TM& "MQNDAY, - AleL i,
e Beginning January 1, 1951

1
e
o7¢
w11
ul
i
i
1

| g ||| DUE TO THE ADVANCE OF PRICES ON BARBER
1oPBAVE o || SUPPLIES WE ARE HAVING TO COMPETE BY THE
7} “Tonie" il FoLLowInG PRicES:
=« Fiteh:

75¢

0t

: atist vl 4 i IDEAL BARBER SHOP

m mwel  wan

i b A

L v oo SERV!CE‘BARBER SHop = » ]

W oo, C..Jppes 1 RoIry - || ToNiCS 50c

] £ EQBANKS BARBER~ SHOP N SERVICE_ BERESR W00 7 - SHAMPOOS ... .. e 75c

} Eubanks °° 0~ || ©.E Blalock, Curtis (Part Timé) Jones and George | | MASSAGE ... 75
EkcHANcn BARBER SHOP 1| || Watt, Jose C. Jones, Saturdaye.)

] .iDEAL BARBER; 'SHOP sajur ool K Patronage Appreciated ! SERVICE BARBER SHOP
§ S O, £ Blalock, Owaer and Operator : SANITARY BARBER SHOP
_SANITARY BARBER SHOP , , next to Dixie Cafo—on Highway : EXCHANGE BARBER SHOP
lv wes' HeulIey&Wlll* s s : CLANTON : ALABAMA CITY BARBER SHOP
,'._.t' iy e s aiie : : - — 0Q006000000C000CO000008]
Mar 28, 1945 UB Nov 17,1949 UB Jan 4, 1951 UB

In November of 1948 Jim Wade built new buildings on his property near the railroad on the north side of 2™
Avenue North. Part of that was a new barber shop — the City Barber Shop.

The first ad of the South Clanton Barber Shop appeared in August of 1951 saying it was on south 7" Street in the
Studebaker Building. Ads soon mention barbers James Coburn, J. D. Wesson “King of Barbers,” and Oliver Glenn
“The Boy That Don’t Talk.” Later, in 1954, Odis Headley is named as a barber there. By 1957 Odis Headley and G.
C. Jones have taken on management of the business. In the last ad found online at this time it is mentioned that
Winston Mims has started there, in 1962.

The Service Barber Shop was bought by Harvey Cleckler and Auklee Baker in 1958 and barbers in 1959 were
Thomas Moats, Clarence Headley, and Georgy Wyatt.

Ed Wagoner died April 25, 1960. Ivy Blalock died June 6, 1963.
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Clanton Barber Shop

A Clanton Barber Shop was perhaps the first in town (ca1886) and was run by Meredith Cann. The name isn’t
mentioned anymore for several years. Then W. H. Taylor ran ads as early as 1892 for his shop and by 1895 was
calling it the Clanton Barber Shop. He advertised services as the Clanton Barber Shop from at least 1895 through
August 1903. He was one of the first barbers in Clanton. They were first advertised as in the new Merritt Building
and later moved to a new building between the Union Banner office and W. T. Callen’s store on 2" Avenue North.
This seems very close to the later location of the Sanitary Barber Shop... perhaps it was the predecessor?

Sanford, Wagoner, and Glass Barber Shop
Wagoner Barber Shop

Wagoner and Sanford Barber Shop
Sanitary Barber Shop

Sanford, Wagoner, and Glass Barber Shop was first mentioned in 1914 and in May it was said that the Wagoner
Barber Shop was in the Dr. Johnson old building and he was going to build a new building in that place. In July the
Sanford and Wagoner Barber Shop moved to the Headley Building. So it seems feasible that they were originally
located in the Johnson old building and moved to the Headley building, perhaps while the new Johnson building
was being built. Wagoner Barber Shop early references likely were to the Sanford, Wagoner, and Glass Barber
Shop and later references to it were to the Sanitary Barber Shop. There is one mention of the Wagoner and
Sanford Barber Shop and it certainly referred to the Sanitary Barber Shop. The first mention of the Sanitary Barber
Shop isin 1916 when it is in the Johnson Building. This location was on 2™ Avenue North between 6™ and 7™
Streets, beside what would later be known as Chicago Sales. It remained in the same location.

Just Right Barber Shop
Weldon Barber Shop
Gray and Mims Barber Shop

Service Barber Shop
In April of 1923 Jesse C. Jones and George Wyatt open a new barber shop across 7" Street from the Exchange
Hotel: the Just Right Barber Shop.

<<<Weldon Drug Store — photo? Anything else? >>>

In May of 1924, an existing barber shop (of unknown name) owned by E. T. Weldon is moved because he sold his
drug store to Dr. J. P. Hayes. The barber shop will continue and will move to the “old Wolfe Shoe Shop stand”
(note, this location is what many would recognize as being in the vicinity of “Bell Hardware.”) and be run by Newt
A. Gray. During this move, however, Jesse C. Jones and E. T. Weldon merge their barber shops. The new concern
will operate in the intended new location of Weldon’s shop in the “old Wolfe Shoe Shop” building on the south
side of 2™ Avenue North, next to Hayes Drug Store. In the new business there will be four barbers: Newt Gray, Joe
Mims, Jesse Jones, and Ervin Williams. The new combined barber shop was called the Service Barber Shop. There
is an occasional reference to it as the Gray and Mims Barber Shop. Service Barber Shop moved to 7" Street beside
the Dixie Café in January 1944, a few months after the old building was bought by Robert “Bob” Evans.

Dixie Barber Shop

The first mention of the Dixie Barber Shop was December 1929 with George T. Tippett manager. It went out of
business in 1933 and the location taken over by the Exchange Barber Shop. Webb Parrish was working at Dixie and
remained as part of the Exchange Barber Shop team.

Exchange Barber Shop

The Exchange Barber Shop was started in June of 1928. It was run by Joe B. Downs and includes as barbers W. L.
Sanford, I. O. Blalock, Adolphus Martin, and Leon Sanford. It was, naturally, in the Hayes Building with the
Exchange Hotel. In February of 1929 it is purchased from Joe Downs by Willie Bean and George Wyatt, both of
whom had previously been at Gray’s shop (Service Barber Shop).
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In January 1933 the Exchange Barber Shop moves to the Walker Building in the spot of the former Dixie Barber
Shop. In 1953 it is owned by Mrs. Dick Bean and son and has barbers Thomas Moats, Dock Martin, Billy Hayes, and
Jack Bean.

The New Barber Shop

Opened by Powell beside his Pressing Shop, this business was run by veteran barber Walter Sanford, from the
Sanitary Barber Shop. << [ think this location would be on the west side of 7" Street perhaps beside or in the Minnie Muse
building??? Perhaps this is the original business in what becomes Bill Hayes’ Barber Shop?? >>

Theatre Barber Shop

The Theatre Barber Shop is first mentioned in November 1929 and was run by Henry Tell for Mr. Wade. Ollie
Blalock was assistant manager by 1930; and in 1931, along with Reuben F. Mims, they bought out Henry Teel.
Ollie also hired his brother Dewey. Around 1934 it seemed the Theatre Barber Shop closed because barbers
George and Claudy Wyatt started a new one named the Theater Barber Shop (note the slightly different spelling)
and Ollie Blalock moved to the Service Barber Shop, taking the place of Carl Bean.

Theater Barber Shop
Ideal Barber Shop

There is one mention of the Theater Barber Shop spelled this way when it was started in 1935 by George and
Claudy Wyatt and located in the Hayes Building. It seems that later T. J. Posey ran this barber shop. The Ideal
Barber Shop was first seen in 1941 and may be the same as this Theater Barber Shop. The same barbers
mentioned at the Theater Barber Shop are later mentioned at the Ideal Barber Shop.

Eubanks Barber Shop

First and only mention in 1945 and run by Dewey Eubanks.

Dailey and Wesson Barber Shop
First seen November 1914 and said to be next door to the Kemp brothers. Itis run by C. D. Dailey and J. D.
Wesson.

City Barber Shop
In November of 1948 Jim Wade built new buildings on his property near the railroad on the north side of 2"
Avenue North. Part of that was a new barber shop — the City Barber Shop.

South Clanton Barber Shop

The first ad of the South Clanton Barber Shop appeared in August of 1951 saying it was on south 7" Street in the
Studebaker Building. It may be that this was the Chilton Motors’ location which was still selling Studebakers at this
time. Ads soon mentioned barbers James Coburn, J. D. Wesson “King of Barbers,” and Oliver Glenn “The Boy That
Don’t Talk.” Later, in 1954, Odis Headley was named as a barber there. By 1957 Odis Headley and G. C. Jones had
taken on management of the business. In 1962, the last ad was found online at this time, it was mentioned that
Winston Mims had started there.

Bill Hayes Barber Shop
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References

Facebook groups “U know u lived in CLANTON as a kid,” “WE GREW UP IN CLANTON, ALABAMA" and
others.
Union Banner:
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