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Abe Kanter and Brother — Merchants of Clanton
By Derric Scott

Abraham Kanter was born October 1877 in Lithuania. On the 1910 US Census he says he was
naturalized in 1895 and it notes he is Hebrew (Jewish). He was part of a family of several brothers and
at least one sister that moved from Lithuania to the United States in the 1890s or early 1900s. They
listed “Russia” as their birthplace on some papers and Lithuania on others. It is very likely that they
emigrated from Lithuania to escape from Russian anti-Jewish pogroms, persecution, and harsh
restrictions levied on Jews by the anti-Semitic Imperial Russian Government, which controlled Lithuania
during the 19" Century. Particularly harsh laws were passed in May of 1882 called the “May Laws” a
few years before the Kanters arrived in the U. S.

The first notice of Abe Kanter in Chilton County was when he rented the old courthouse building to
renovate and use as a store in the summer of 1897. It is mentioned that he is from Troy (Alabama) but
no records from there have been found. By August it is “completely transformed” and Abe has $20,000
worth of “well selected stock of general merchandise” from New York for sale. These early
advertisements simply called the store ”Abe s” and Iater JUSt Ilsted “Abe Kanter, proprietor.”

. Unioh Banner July 8, 1897

A bit on the “old courthouse:” In 1871 the first Chilton County Courthouse, located at Grantville, burned.
Clanton was then selected as the county seat and a new one was built. It was two story, wood framed,

and was located directly in the middle of the intersection of 2" Avenue North and 6™ Street in
“Courthouse Square.”
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The 1872 Chllton County Courthouse and a map of “Courthouse Square,” replaced in 1896.

When the 1872 Courthouse was replaced in 1896 with the new brick structure the old building was
bought by Dr. J. S. Johnson, Sr. and moved into place in a city block and used as a store. Abe Kanter was
likely the first to use it in 1897. One of his advertisements says “the cheapest store in Clanton is The Fair
Store on the corner opposite the Court House,” meaning the southwest corner of the intersection.

Since it was two stories, some of the upstairs was rented out to other businesses. One example is when
Col. R. H. Knox was burned out, he then opened an office upstairs in the Kanter Building.
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View looking West
SECONDAVE, LOOKING WEST FROM COURT HOUSE, TOWER, CLANTON, ALA,
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Two early postcards of Clanton. The old 1872 Courthouse is the white two story building on the left — Abe Kantor’s 1% store.
On the right the two story brick building is P. D. Wilson’s.

Business was good and in August of 1899 Mr. Durwood Foshee went to Catherine, Wilcox County, to
manage a new branch store opened by Mr. Abe Kanter. Sam Jaffee also went to work in the store as an
assistant.

Soon, unfortunately, things took a turn for the worse and Abe was forced to have a bankruptcy sale in
February of 1900. In October of that year he was noted to be very sick and the newspaper editor wished
him well and hoped he would get the store opened up again soon.

Apparently business turned around and about a year later, April 1901, Abe was back advertising again!
It seems he was also in a new building, but the exact spot was unclear and his old building (the old
courthouse) was going to be used by Judson Strock for books and stationary and by J. E. Evans for
general merchandise. The first advertisement simply listed “W. Kanter, Clanton” as the business.
Apparently within a year it was named “W. Kanter & Bro.” Note that the “W. Kanter” was apparently
his brother William (born Oct 1867, immigrated 1891) who was in Shelby County and Abe was the
“brother” indicated in the name. Perhaps William helped restart Abe’s business after the bankruptcy?

Another brother, Elbert, was in Clanton a bit later, around 1905-1906. He had run a store in Prattville
for a year or two, but then moved to Clanton and started his own business, so he was clearly not the
brother indicated in the “W. Kanter & Bro.” name. In March of 1908 Elbert sold his business to Abe and
moved to Duluth, Minnesota. They also had a sister, Sarah, who came to Clanton from Canada and
rented the Carroll house with Abe in 1904. She also later lived Minnesota.

At the end of 1904 when fellow merchant P. D. Wilson decided to retire, the W. Kanter and Bro. bought

his business and moved into his two story brick building, called the Wilson Building. It was located
about mid-way down the block on the north side of 2™ Avenue North between 6" and 7™ Streets.
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1928, L-R, Mullins wooden building, Peoples Savmgs Bank Clanton Bank bulldmg (likely the F|rst Natlonal Bank and the first
Chicago Sales building), two story P. D. Wilson building. 4™ Courthouse is in far distance.

In the 1908-1909 timeframe there were humorous skits and hijinks done in town. Abe Kanter
participated in several; including one fake trial and one debate on bachelorhood vs. marriage (Abe was
unmarried). In 1910 Abe is living in the Palmer Boarding House.
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1910 US Census showing Abe Kanter, boardmg at the Palmer Boarding House, Hebrew, from Russia

Sadly, on Saturday, July 15, 1911, Abe’s body was found in a well near the Wilson house (Palmer
Boarding House) where he lived. The newspaper reported he had been despondent lately and suicide
was suspected. His brother Elbert, now living in Blocton, was called and Abe’s body was taken to
Birmingham and buried in the Knesseth Israel Jewish Cemetery.

The era of the Kanter merchants in Clanton comes to an end the next month, August, when the
business’ goods were sold at auction to Bernard Frank & Co. of Montgomery. In September Mr. T. G.
Taylor moved his business into the W. Kanter & Bro. location in the Wilson Building. Mr. T. G. Taylor
was previously in business in “Littlejohn’s Old Stand, west of the L. & N. Railroad.”

Elbert Kanter continued to live and work as a merchant in the Shelby County and Birmingham area,

sometimes with his brother William. He was born on August 15, 1882 in Lithuania and died May 18,
1959. All the Kanter brothers were buried in the Knesseth Israel Cemetery in Birmingham.
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Union Banner: 3/5/1908 — Humorous story.

Union Banner: 3/25/1909 — Humorous story.

Union Banner:

O, the pretty spring shows in
the store windows. . P. D. Wilson'
Mrs. Phillips and W. Kanter &
Bro. are trying which can make
the best show. I can’t tell, can
you? . .

' DRY GOODS,

.

' store at

UB 7/8/1897

UB 1/4/1900

UB 4/4/1901

Great sale
Having bought out the

entire stock of goods of:

Stewart & Middleton, we

| will sell the same at their|_

20 PER CENT
BELOW COST

GREAT BARGAINS IN

CLOTHING,
HATS. SHOES, ETC.

COME AT ONCE

' Respectfully,

W. KANTER & BRO.
UB 11/6/1902

UB 8/12/1897 UB 8/10/1899

UB 2/1/1900 UB 10/25/1900

UB 7/18/1901 UB 19020327

N Nt THE MAN ON THE CORNER. !
(continved from first column page 1) |

College.—Lily plan for the future, but at all

events for some time to come he

ol  His Car- will be free from the cares of busi-
from Canads, TA “' will . to- ness. Good luck to him wherever
M ? o he goes.

UB 9/22/1904 UB 11/17/1904
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. stock of goods. In a1l of the
_departments we have a woll-selected stock and
’m;mn invite your attention to our

DRY GOODS

|for a bigger ste

Come and get more goods for the same

mw E:‘a:::" ‘momey; san gouds for less @ney.
CLOTHING, 4ATS, SHO'S. . ey I s py the Highest Price for
Then the housel will find our R

WOOL, HIDES & Bt ESWAX
m Remembar the plazos

Next door to the darde.re Store

GROCERIES
+ees@Te 8ll of the best--fresh and wholesome.
Call and see us in our naw storehouse,

(Recently oceupied by P, D WILSON) w. K‘:':ER‘:BR:" ELBERT KANTER
W. KANTER & BRO. MMM aewon - - - s
UB 1/26/1905 UB 3/22/1906 UB 11/29/1906
|
Oa morning last Claz-
be bady of Al Kabtery the et
known merchant, had been dis-
covered in a well 1o the rear of the
Wilson house, at which place be
boarded.
There was aboat fifteen feet of
water in the well and the body of
Mr, Kanter was io a stoopiog posi-
tion with the head bendiog for-
ward. Hehad evidently been desd
for several bours, With consider-
able difficulty the body was brought
to tbe surface, Mr. Will Armstroog
descendiog into the well, aiding i
the melancholy task.
i R e e
?\: w “”m.'h.;. Mh n:“’l:;:d bis l:ﬂu‘l’l “N‘ mnyd‘
th. m hat 3
2 is $ b ::‘l:rllnn;:in; any e:n'-;::::
adley, who bas sold to Messrs| cash nct. His brother, Elbert, of
. Kanter & Bro. bis stock of| b g i g i
erc e and will continue in ;‘Ml ‘:lnﬁzlot’
v v i .
a8 the w of a soft qu. 'K‘;:r:::;?!ﬂ-l pleasant
stand at his old stand on the anity el RE G 1 gty
" g regretted.
AN '_, y i s - Y Peace bqwilh bim,
> ¥ —— L -
UB 3/5/1908 UB 1/5/1911 UB 7/20/1911
EER EgTe 3
g o/« Might as"weéll ha: be X
Elbert Kanter When T S fun T sivaye i ol e
havi ble with in his stor
oy BREEEEAS SR L o ey,
Many of s ol frlends who knaw (4 o) guessed ] e on the inside of the old P. D.
him deversl yanrs ngo whia b liyed P st e oy ,':‘f;;n:,_"#ﬂ,}“m‘;;z L ‘Wilson Building, now the property
in Clanton, were delighted to see Mr. W'mﬁ.“ 1l matter, ‘even if it did smell of Mr. J. R. Mullins and recently va-
Elbert Kanter back here for a brief It only ‘as a means of getting Mr. <ated by the Parisian t 8T8,
s e (b becrl B oy Rl el Sty of sy Mullins and Scott are preparing the
stay, but when he began to see his building for a brand new dry goods
old friends and talk over olden times, Abe Kanter, and ready-to-wear store, which will
we believe Elbert almost made up used.to run a store in Clanto! ‘be opened up within a few days. This
gy b gy b\ Everybody Hked hin. old building dates back to the days
fuless in his eyes that said he wish- % ‘was a plenty of ‘fellows who of Clanton’s early history, a long and
ed he were back in Clanton for good. were always ready to play the joke on Abe. successful business having been op-
B e S et v e erated there by Abe Kanter under
E:'f.;a- n i sapiantie busiaess ﬁg'":mn:nm %,‘:ﬂ:ﬂ; joduend i@"i,‘; the fim name of W, Kaster and
T ler, om: Several busin v
“1 through Clanton quite of- Lif Caldwell McMorries <cerng
e B b b GBI Sified one e In Whioh the back
nt
here And ses the b lights coures it was "the uhamimone verdiet that. Abs. end was_considerably damaged. But
and nice show win 1 am re- should climb the tree and punch' the varmint Messrs. Mullins & Scott are putting
minded_pf-the time when |but: “After . “others, it in first class shape, and when fin-
(oM yem s apabaadyte A% sheckad Wb dipw b of Ui tvoe and el ished it will be one of the prettiest
lights you could see at night was mgﬂ.ﬁm& ~ he came. ose range P
e s o o] [t e vk ook "4 GWe open” up. abou Baturday, Feoruary
. be T would ot have left here, amel, an;l::AlM shouted at the top of s voice: 265 Thay Wil sonttuny’ 0. dpareis
?:: l:t i:';" ot men lmelllnm' one etzme.” e ort;y their present store on Seventh Street.
UB 5/30/1929 UB 3/6/1930 UB 2/12/1942
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